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C7 The congress of the United States appears) 
really to have met for the “despatch of business.” — 
Never before, perbaps, at so early a pcriod of the 
session, and in such a time as the present, were 
their proceedings so interesting as now. We shall 
take care to keep a correct journal of affairs trans- 
acted at Washington. F : 

The momentary pressure of documentary arti- 
cles, with the proceedings of congress, messages of 
governors of states, &c. excludes several things of 
aur own manufucture, and a very Considerable mass 
of miscellaneous matter. But, it is our first pur- 
pose to preserve such articies; and, sssisted by a 
supplement or two, we shall soon relieve our files 
of them, and find room for those alluded to. 
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Treasury Report. 
ANNCAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY, 
TO THE TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS. 
Treasury Department, Dec. 5th, 1817. 
Sin—I have the honor to enclose a report, pre- 
pared in obedience to the act, entiticd “an act to 
establish the treasnry department.” 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 
most obedient servant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
The hon. the president of the senate. 


REPORT. 

In obedience to the directions of the “act, supple- 
mentary to an act to establish the d.reasury depart. 
ment,” the secretary of the treasury respectfully 
submits the following report and estimates: 

REVENUE. 

The net revenue arising from duties upon im- 
ports and tonnage, internal duties, direct tax, pub. 
lic lands, postage, and incidental receipts, during 
the year 1815, umounted to $49,552,852 U2 


ViZ: 

Justoms 36,303,251 77 
Internal duties §,963,.225 88 
Direct tax 5,723,152 25 


Public lands, exclu- 
sive of those im the 
siate of Mississippi 
and Alabama territo- 


ry 1,287,959, 28 
Postage and incidentak 
receipts 275,282 84 


And that which ac- 
crued from the same 
sources, during the 
year 1816, amounted 


to 36,743,574 07 
Viz: 

Customs, (see state- 

ment A) 27,569,769 71 


= A a 





Ii is ascertained that the gross amount of duties 
on merchandize and tonnage, which have accrued 
during the three first quarters of the present year, 
exceed 17,000,000; and that the revenue arising 
from internal duties and from the public lands, dur- 
ing the same period, exceed that of the corges- 
ponding quarters of the year 1816. 
The balance in the treasury, on the 
first day of January, 1817, exclusive 
of 10,665,287 dollars 59 cents, in 
treasury notes, of every description, . 
amounted to 11,295,592 8&6 
The payments in the treasury during 
the three first quarters of the year 
are estimated to amount to 
27,095,984 14 
viz: 
Customs 21,752,068 22 
Internal re- 
venue and di- 
rect tax 5,480,175 45 
Public lands 
exclusive of 
those in the 
state of Missis- 
sippi and the 
Alabama 1,526,077 44 
Postage and 
incidental re- 


ceipts 26,913 9S 
Repayments 

into the treasu- 

ry 530,751 13 


And the payments into 
the treasury, during 
the 4th quarter, from 
the same sources, are 


estimated at 5,980,006 





Making the total amount estimated 
to be received into the treasury, 
during the year 1817, amountto 33,075,984 14 





Which, added to the sum in the trea- 
sury, on the first day of January 
last, makes the aggregate amount 
of 44,571,577 00 

The application of this sum, for the 
year 1817, is estimated as follows, 
Viz: 

To the 30th September 
the payments have 
amounted to 32,710,002 98 

V1Z: 
Civil, diplo- 
natic, and mis 


Internal duties, (see Gf beans ex- 


Stutement B) 

Direct tax, (see state- 
ment C) 

Public lands,exclusive 
of those in the state 
of Mississippi and of 
the Alabama terriio- 
ry,(see s.atement D) 1,754,487 $8 

Postage and incidental 
receipts 

Vou, SUIL——16. 


4,396,133 25 


2,785,343 20 


237,840 53 


penses, exclu- 
sive of three 
cundred & sé 
venty five thou- 
sand = doilars 
ould tothe state 
of Georgia from 
the proceeds of 
the Mississippi 


-lands 2,798,248 75 
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Military ser- 

Vice, including 

arrearage 7,105,816 98 

Naval serv’e, 2,044,474 25 
Public debt 

exclusive of 

$3,592,927 60 

or treasury 

notes, which 

have been can- 

celled in due 

course of set- 

tiement, 20,761,462 98 





During the fourth quar- 
ter, it is estimated 
that the payments will 
amount to 
Civil, diplo- 

matic, & mis- 

celluneous ex- 


5,660,00¢ 


penses 600,000 
Military ser- 

vice 1,110,000 

Naval service 1,300,006 

' Public debt 

to the first of 

January, 1818, bs 

inclusive 2,630,000 





Making the aggregate amount of 58,370,002 88 
And leaving, on that day, exclusive 
of eight millions, 682,697 dollars 
anc seventy cents, in treasury notes, 
which are in a train of settlement, 
in order to be cancelled, a balance 
in the treasury of 6,001,575 88 





OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 

The funded debt, contracted before the year 
1812, which was unredeemed on the Ist day of 
October, 1816, as appears by the statement (1) 
amounted to 37,494,267 01 
By the same statement, 

it appears that the 

funded debt, contract- 

ed subsequent to the 

first day of January, 

1812, amounted to 71,201,551 28 





Making, together, the 
© sum of 108,659,818 29 
‘Yo which must be added 

the temporary loan 

from the Cumberland 


bank of 50,000 


Making the aggregate 
amount of 

@n the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1817, there was 
added to the above 
amount, including se- 
ven millions dollars 
of five per cent. stock, 
subscribed to the 
bank, and including, 
also, a temporary loan 
from the bank of 500- 
000 dolls: the sum of 7,877,471 64 

From which deduct the 
amount of the old six 
per cent. and deterred 





108,745,818 29 


x 


7 


} 
j 
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stock reimbursed be- 

tween the Ist day of 

October, and the Ist - 

day of January, 1817, 

inclusive, amounting 

to 815, 484 42 


7,061, 987 19 





Leaving the sum of 





Making the public debt, which was 
unredeemed on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1817, as appears by statement 
2) amount to 115,807,805 48 
From the Ist day of January, to the 
30th day of September, 1817, inclu- 
sive, there was, by funding treasury 
notes, added to the public debt, as 
appears by statement (6) the 
amount of 1,097,515 45 





Making, on that day, as appears by 
statement (4) the aggregate amount 
of 116,995,120 91 





During the same period there was 
purchased and redeemed of the pub- 
lic debt, including five hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars of temporary 
loans, the sum of 16,995, 275 56 


a2 





Which, deducted from the amount 
of the public debt, last stated, 
leaves, unredeemed, on the Ist day 
of October, 1817, as per statement 
(3) the amount of " 99,911,845 41 
Since the 3Uth September, 

there has been purchased 

or redeemed of the princi- 

pal of the public debt, as 

appears by statement (5) 

the amount of 333,235 16 
And there will be reimburs- 

ed of the principal of the 

old six per cent. and defer- 

red stock, to the Ist day of 

January, 1818, inclusive, 

the amount of 709,513 70 








1,042, 748 86 


> 


Making, together 





Which, being deducted from the ag- 

gregate amount of the public debt, 

on the 1st October, there will re- 

main, unredeemed, on the Ist Janu- 

ery, 1818, the sum of 98,869,096 355 
By the same statement (5) it appears 

that the principal of the public 

debt, purchased and redeemed, 

during the year 1817, including 

550,000 dolls. of teinporary loans, 

amounts to 18,036,023 72 

In this sum is included all the funded debt 
held by the bank of the United States. 


he old six per cent. stock will be redeemed in 
the course of the year 1818- The first instalment | 
of the Louisiana debt falls due on the 21st day of 
October of that year. According to the terms of 
the convention, this debt is to be discharged by 
annual instalments of not less than three milljons 
each. It is therefore presumed that, consistently 


with the letter of the convention, the whole debt can- 











}not be discharged in one a poasgs But for this obsta- 
cle, in the present state 


the treasury, and under 
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the existing provisions of the sinking fund, the 
whole amount of the stock might be redeemed on 
the 2ist day of October next. It is believed that 
neither the letter or spirit of the convention for- 
bids the redemption of that stock in two annual 
jastalments, by which the whole debt wiil be re- 
deemed on the 21st day of October 1819. 

_ After the redemption of the Louisiana stock, there 
is no part of the principal of the public debt re- 
deemable at the will of the government until the 
Ist day of January, 1825, except the five per cent. 
stock subscribed to the bank of the United States. 
As the commissioners of the sinking fund are not 
authorized to redeem the five per cent. stock, the 
permanent annual appropriation of 10,000,000 of dol- 
lars, from the year 1819 to 1825, under the existing 
laws, can only be applied to the payment of the 
interest of the public debt, and to the gradual re- 
imbursement of the principal of the six per cent. 
deferred stock; and will leave during that period, 
an annual surplus of nearly five millions of dollars. 

During the year 1825, the exchanged six per cent. 
stock, the six ner cent. of 1812, and the stock cre. 
ated by funding treasury rotes, amounting toge- 
ther to 18,895,456 23, will be redeemable. Tothe 
redemption of the whole of this stock within that 
year, the sinking fund, by the aid of its surpluses, 
wiil not only be entirely adequate, but will be am- 
ply sufficient to redeem the remsinder of the pub- 
lic debt, at the several periods at which the different 
siocks of which it is composed become redeemable. 
‘he whole debt, including the five per cent. stock, 
will be extinguished during the year 1830, except 
the three per cent. stock, which is not redeemable 
at the will of the government. 

Ii is not presumed that taxes will be imposed, 
and collected, for the express purpose of purchas- 
ing the funded debt above its nominal value. It is, 
however, believed to be unsafe to reduce the reve- 
nve beiow the permanent annual expenditure as now 
authorized by law, including the appropriation con- 
stituting the sinking fund. A reduction below that 
amount would postpone the redemption of the pub. 
lic debt beyond the periods when the several loans 
of which it is composed become redeemable, or 
impose upon the legislature the duty of resorting 
to them anew for that object. 

If, then, the revenue shail, until the year 1825, 
be egual to the presevt annual expenditure, it is 
respectfully suggested whether the public interest 
will not be promoted, by authorising the commis- 
sioners of the sinking fund to purchase the fund 
ed debt at such rates above par, as in their judg- 
ment will be for the interest of the nation, rather 


v7 


$3,500,000; if, therefore, it is intended to redeem 
that stock, the surplus in the sinking fund may be 
legitimately applied to that object, during the year 
1820 and 1821. ) 

By statement (3) it appears that the 
treasury notes which have issued under 
the several acts of congress on that sub- 
ject, have amounted to 

Of which there has been 
cancelled at the treasury, 

There is now in the trea- 
sury, whieh wiil be cancelled 
when settled, exclusive of 
422,519 77, the estimated in- 
terest upon them,the amount 


of 8,625,400 


36,133,79% 
26,574,461 





Making together the sum of 35,497,831 





Leaving outstanding, an estimated 


‘balance of, 635,963 





As the outstanding treasury notes are converta- 
ble into funded debt, which is considerably above 
par, it is presumed that such portion of them as 
are not lost or destroyed, will be funded, instead 
of heing paid into the treasury in discharge of 
duties and taxes. It is, therefore, probable that 
an addition to the public debt will be made during 
the year 1818, nearly equal to the treasury notes 
estimated to be outstanding. 

Statement (E) presents the state of the land-offi- 
ces in the state of Mississippi, and in the Alabama 
territory, from which it appears the receipts into 
the treasury have amounted to $1,124,100 81, of 
which 431,120 were in Mississippi stock. 

From the proceeds of the sales of these lands, 
there has been paid to the state of Georgia the sum 
of 688,441 33, and there has been transferred to 
the state, by the commissioners of the U. Siates, 
under the act compromising the Yazoo claims, that 
part of the original purchase money remaining in 
the state treasury, amounting to 184,515 94, mak- 
ing together the sum of 372,957 27, and leaving 
still due to the state the sum of 377,042 73, which 
is now ready to be paid under the provisions of the 
act of the 3.1 of March last. 

By statement (7) it appears that the 
Mississippi stock awarded by the commis- 


sioners, amounts to 4,278,434 
From which deduct thé amount receiy- 
ed into the treasury, 431,120 








Leaves outstanding the sum of 3,747,314 





than to suffer the annual surplus of the sinking fund 
to remain in the treasury unapplied, for five suc- 
cessive years. Should such an authority be given to 
the commissioners of the sinking fund, it is proba- 
ble that the different species of stock would ad- 
vance in price above their present current value;| 
but as the authority would be permissive, not im- 
posing the obligation to purchase, it is probable 
that the surpius of the sinking fund might be more 
beneficially employed in purchasing the public debt 
than by remaining idle in the treasury, until the 
year 1825. If that surplus could be annually in- 
vested early in each year, at the present prices of 
the different species of stock, it would produce 
@ saving to the nation of not less than four millions 
af dollars, between the first days of January, 1820, 
and 1825. The interest which will accrue on the 
5 per cent. stock, between the first days of January, 
1$20, and 1825, when it is estimated that the whole 


Which it is estimated will be received into the 
treasury during the two succeeding years, in pay- 
ment of the public lands in the state of Mississippi, 
and in the Alabama territory, or will be discharzed 
by payments from the treasury out of the proceeds 
of the sales of those lands. 

Of the estimates of the public revenue and expenditures 

for the year 1818. 

The importations of foreign merchandize during 
the years 1815 and 1816, so greatiy exceeded what 
was presumed ta be equal to the annuai average 
consu:*ption, that a general impression was pro- 
duced that the importations during the present year 
would fall greatly below that demand. Under this 
impression the revenue sccruing from that source, 
for the year 1817, was, in che annual report of the 
treasury of the L6ih of Decemer, 1816, esti:nated 
at 12,000,000. . But it is asceriained that the gross 
revenue arising from that source, during the three 








redeemable debt witl be discharged, will amount to 
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anc it is estimated that that of the whole year will 
éxceed 22,000,000. 

iv is presuwed that the importations from the 
East Indies durmg the present year greatly exceed 
those wich will take place during several consecu. 
tive years; and that the reaction produced by the 
excessive importations of 1815 and 1816, has in 
some cegree been diminished by that circumstance. 
Thére is, however, just ground to believe, that the 
revenue derived from this source, will not, for any 
given series of vears, fall below that of the present 
year. Considering that this revenue, during the 
yoar 1807, (the last year that our commerce was not 
greatly embarrassed by belligerent aggression, ) ex- 
ceeded 16,000,000; that the duties then imposed 
are consicerably augmented by the present tariff, 
and that our population has increased more than 
thirty per cent. carrying with it, in the same de- 
gree, an increase of the means of procuring foreign 
articles, with an undiminished relish for their con- 
sumptian; it is presumed that the revenue from 
that source, during the present year, will be found 
to be less than that of any number of successive 
years. 

According to these views the permanent annual 
revenue may be estimated to amount to 


24,525,000 
Viz 

Cusioms, 230,000,000 
Internal duties, 2,500,000 
Public lands, exclusive 

af the Mississippi and Ala- 

bama lands, 1,500,0Cy 
Bank dividends at 7 per 

cent. 490,000 
Postage and incidental 

neceipts 35,000 


~~ =i 





And the payments into the treasury 
during the year 1818, may be estimat- 
ed at the same amount. 

To which add the balance estimat- 
ed to be in the treasury on the first 


day of January, 1818 6,000,000 





Making together the sum of 30,525,000 

be probable authorized demands 
upon the treasury during the year 
1818, are estimated to amount to 

Viz: 

Civil, miscellaneous, 
diplomatic, and foreign 
intercourse, 

Military services, in- 
cluding an arrearage of 
five hundred thousand 
dollars, 

Naval service, includ- 
ing one million of dollars 
for the gradual increase 
of the navy, 3,611,376 20 

Pubhe debt, 10,000,000 00 

Which, being deducted from the amount esti- 
mated to be received into the treasury, including 
the belance on the first of January 1818, leaves, on 
the first of January, 1819, a balance in th® treasu- 
ry, of 8,578,648 dollars 26 cents, which, however, 
will be applied to the redemption of the Louisiana 
stock, under the provisions of the act for the re 
demption of the public debt, passed the 3d day of 
Muareh, 1817, as far as those provisions will admit. 

All which is respectfully submitied. 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 

\Preacury department, Bec. Sth, 1817. 


2,069,843 29 





21,946,351 74 


Legislature of Maryland. 


On Monday, the Ist inst. a sufficient number of 
members appeared in the house of delegates to 
form a quorum, but in consequence of the act 
to Suppress Duelling, (passed at last session,) 
prescribing an additional cath to the old oath of 
qualification, which additional oath was deemed 
unconstitutional, the members present did not qua- 
lify, but adjourned until the next day, that farther 
time might be had to consider the subject. On 
Tuesday the opinion of Luther Martin, esquire, 
was communicated by letter to one of the delegates, 
and after the members convened, they determined 
to dispense with the additional oath, and qualify im 
the manver heretofore practised. 
Nicholas Stonestreet, esq. of Charles county, 
(fed) had 35 votes for speaker; Mr. Hawkins, of 
Frederick (rep). had 31. 
The following is a copy of the letter from Mr. 
Martin, alluded to in the preceding— 

Baitimore Nov. 24th, 1817. 
Dear Sir—I certainly would not wish to throw 
any obstacles in the way of any legislative provi- 
sions for the suppression or prevention of ‘aelling; 
but so far as the law of last session requires, that 
the member chosen as a representative shail be 
obliged to take the oath prescribed by that act, I 
think there can be no doubt but that the same 1s 
unconsututional. The constitution has declared 
what are the quelifications which shall render a per- 
son eligible, and when duly elected, what oaths are 
io be taken by the member chosen, before he takes 
iis seat. The additional oath required by the 
aforesaid law, has not the apelogy of havimg any re- 
lation to the peculiar duties he owes to his country 
in his legislative character, nor to regtilate his con- 
duct w! ile he sustains that character. If such a 
law can be constitutionally passed, the leg4s ature 
}may, with as much propriety, enumeraie «very 
breach of the decalogue throuzh all the subdivisi- 
ons of each of the commandments, and cornpel each 
member, before he car serve his constituents, who 
have made him their choice, to bind himself by the 
solemn sanction of an oath, to live thereafter a life 
of sinless purity. Nor can I think it, even in @ 
moral or religious point of view, correct that such 
oaths should be taken; for although it ts certainly’ 
a sacred duty to form the strongest resolu.ions 
against the violation of any duty which we owe te 
our Gop, or our fe!iow creatures, and to solicit di- 
vine assistance to give us strength to keep such 
resolutions, yet I can scarcely beiieve, the most 
pious divine would recommend, to those under his 
charge, to lay such a snare for their souls, as te 
Ibind themselves, with an oath, to keep them: And 
I can easily conceive that a man, who would consci- 
fentiously desire to pe:form every duty, might 
shrink, almost with horror, from placing himself in 
such a predicament, that if through the weakness of 
human nacure he should violate his duty, he must 
thereby incur not only the guilt peculiar to the spe- 
cific offence, but also stain his soul, in addition, 
with the guilt of perjury. And the more conscien- 
tious the per-on, the greater in all probability 
would be the reiuctance. 

Whether the legisiaiure by merely passing a law, 
couid constitutionally disable a man from being 
chosen a delegate for having been guilly of sending 
a challenge, L think very doubtful—But in this case 
they have gone much furither—ihey have ceclared 
a man to be ineligible, not for committing a crime, 
but because he may decline to bind himself under 
the sanction of an oath that he.never will commit 





fit; or what amounts to the sxme—as to declare him- 
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self ineligible; for it prohibits him from serving, if 
elected. ‘ 
Tremain, dear sir, very respectfilly. your ohedicn: 
servant, | LUTHER MARTIN. 
Benjamin W. Lecompte, esq. 
Cumbridge, Me. 
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Legislature of Virginia. 
Counci ciamBer, Dec. 1st, 1817. 
Fellow citizens of the senate, 
and of the house of delegates. 

In discharge of my duty in conformity to the es- 
tablished custom of al) my predecessors in office, I 
venture to address a few remarks to you upon the 
commencement of your legislative labors. The 
happy constitution under which we live has most 
wisely provided against the innumerable evils which 
would have resulted from blending executive, le- 
gislative and judicial powers and duties. The ex- 
eculive, at all times scrupulously regarding that 
constitution or form of government, consecrated in 
their affections by its being an inheritance, which 
descended to them from their revolutionary fathers, 
securing to them their rights and liberties; and 
witnessing us they have done, under the wisdom of 
its institutions, the rapid advancement of the state 
to the high and honorable reputation which it sus- 
tains, would be the last to encroach upon its prin- 
ciples. They would, therefore, deem it their du- 
ty to avoid every suggestion which would have the 
appearanee of giving a bias to the legislative will. 
While they thus regard the rights of every depart- 
ment of government, and of every individual in it, 
they will be prompt to feel and ready to discharge, 
to the best of their abiliues, the high and respon- 
sible obligations imposed upon them and their de- 
partment by the consiitution. 

Happily for our beloved country, it no longer 
groans under the horrors of a relentless, vindictive 
and cruel war. Her councils are undisturbed by 
the turmoils of passion and vioience; and that hy- 
dra, perty spirit, is no longer seen to rear its bane- 
ful head among us. The fiscal operations of our 
government are prosperous, and between every de- 
partment there prevatis a perfect cordiality. The 
reign of reason and of justice, and of inteilectual 
pover, is again acknowledged and restored. 
axr Culturalist is in the full erjoyment of the abun- 
dat fruits of his toil; the mechanic is rapidly in- 
creasing in wealth by his labor and industry; the 
merchant reaps the advantage of a widely extend- 
ed and almost unlimited commerce, and receives 
the just reward of bis enterprize. Eyery condition 
of society is in the perfect enjoyment of every im- 
munity that appertains to it. Qur national charac- 
ter having been exposed during the late war to the 
severest trials, and having stood the test, has just- 
ly inspired the people with an increased confidence, 
esteem and affection for their government, and has 





excited and commands the admiration and respect 
How delightful is the state of 
things to the heart of the philanthropic legislator, 
contrasted with the dreary scene which our coun- 
try exhibited to his view, during the war from which 
Whilst we are thus in- 
dividually, and asanation permitted to repose in 
undisturbed tranquility under our own ‘vine and 
fig tree, and there are none to make us afraid,” 
protected by the wisdom of these institutions which 
are bottomed on equal rights, maintaining our re- 
ligious and civil liberties, insuring the invaluable 
privilege of self-government; the only legitimate 


of foreiyn nations. 


we have but just emerged. 
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with humility and reverence to that Gor who boun- 
uifully sustains us in the enjoyment of those ines- 
timable blessings, and to testify our gratitude to 
him by the practice of everu virtue, and of every 
christian charity which distinguishes a peculiar 
people? 

The first subject that naturally suggests itself to 
tie mind of an enligtened legislature as of primary 
importance, is that which relates to the personal 
security and the sovereignty of that community 
whieh has entrusted them, as representatives, wit! 
the management of public concerns. As the mili- 
tia, which is compeosed of the great mass of our 
citizens, constitutes tlhe natural defence of a free 
state; it is upon them a reliance must always be 
placed, fur the attainmeit of those great objects. 

It is unnecessary to go into tedious details upon 
the defects of our militia laws, which are obvious- 
iy known and felt to be expensive, harassing, an} 
perfectly delusive as to the objects of subordina- 
tion aud discipline. Our revolution and the late 
war seem to have demonstrated to the world the 
vital importance of this species of military charac- 
ter, and how much it may be relied upon when 
properly directed. The present legislature will 
therefore be disposed to give the subject the con- 
sideration due to it; nor will they, T hope, permit 
this period of tranquility, so favorable to temperate 
discussion and deliberation, to pass away, withort 
devising and maturing some system which will be 
better calculated to inspire individual and public 
confidence, and to insure a perfect protection to 
the state from every danger that it may hercafter 
be exposed to, either from invasion, insuprection, o7 
usurpation—or any other unfortunate vicissitude. 
Every exertion has been made by the executive, 
through the adjutant, quarter-master aad commis- 
sary-general of ordnance, to have the arms and ac- 
coutrements, the military stores, camp equipage,&c. 
»elonging to the state so disposed of as to be pre 
served from damage. I fear, however, from the 
difficulty and impossibility, under the liw, of fix- 
ing upon the responsible persons to whom arms 
have been distributed, in consequence of deaths, 
resignations and removals, that a very consi: erable 
loss to the state must accrue. The completion of 
the arsenal in Lexington will hereaf er partiaily 
guard against a continuance of the evil. 

From the present strength of the public guard, 
being, as I conceive, inofficient for any military pur 
pose whatever, even for the purpose of properly 
guarding the public edifices, and public property 
in this city, I submit to the legislature the propr?- 
ety of discontinuing the establishment. 

The executive, in conformity to the law of the 
last session, appointed five persons who constituted 
a board of directors to superintend and manage the 
affairs of the penitentiary. 1 regret to say, that 
there was a difficulty in procuring the services ot 
such gentlemen as were selected for the execution 
of the law. I am led to believe that their regard 
for the institution, and a sense of necessity which 
the case imposed, alone iuduced the acceptance of 
the appoiatment. Patriotism may sometimes he 
found to supply every object of public concern; b: t 
itis questionable whether it is sufficient stimulus . t 
all times, to command public service. 

By a report of the superintendant of the armory, 
which I shall !:ereafter have the honor of subin:t- 
ting, the legislature will lave it more compiete!, 
in their power to judge of the operations and pre 
sent state of that institution, 

The board of public works, ardently disposed t». 








government on earth; are we not bound to bow 





cherish that spirit of internal improvement whic) 
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has been so happily diffused through every section 
of the state, have occupied the talents of their 
public engineer upon those objects which they 
deemed of primary importance to the public inte- 
rest.—His surveys, plats and reports, of all the 
oujects that have engaged his attention, shall in due 
time be submitted for the inspection and conside- 
ration of the legislature. ‘This policy, which has 
for its object the promotion of individual wealth 
and industry, and which cannot fail to elevate the 
character of the state abroad—which, if persever- 
ingly prosecuted, will enable us to make a proud 
comparison of our efforts with those of our sister 
states, cannot but command a important share of 
your deliberations. 

The cxecutive as soon as it was in their power, 
proceeded to execute the law, (as far as it depend- 
ed on them) ‘for arranging the counties into dis- 
tricts, for the election of senators, and for equali- 
zing the land tax.’—Reporis have been received 
from not more than half the counties in the state, 
announcing the completion of the assessment. 
Whenever the whole of the assistant assessors shall 
have reported the assessment completed, the pro- 
visions of the law will be promptly executed. 

Uuderalaw of the last session, entitled **An act 
torcpeal in part an act, entitled an act to provide 
an acetrate chart of each county, and general map 
of the territory of this commonweaJjth,” the execu- 
tive proceeded to define the work which would 
be required, and had it published in the news. 
papers of the state, with a view to receive propo- 
suls from such as might be dispased to contract 
with them for its execution. Proposals have been 
received froma few persons, but no contract has 
yet been entered into in relation to the subject. 
The surveys heretofore contracted for are progress- 
in 

Ihad hoped, that it would have been certainly in 
my power to have informed the legislature that our 
claims on the general government were finally ad- 
justed and closed by payment. Although large 
sums have been received during the summer from 
the general government, yet fam informed by Mr. 
Chew, the commissioner for adjusting the claims, 
that on account of the informality of returns and 
vouchers, and from the press of business from other 
states of a similar nature upon the offices at the 
city of Washington, considerable sums remain sus- 
pended, He further informs me that every exer- 
tion is making on his part to bring the accounts 
speedily to a close, and that he is aided, as far as 
it is in their power, by the clerics and officers con- 
cerned. 

It is with great mortification that I am compelled | 
to suggest my fears that the mode proposed for the 
erection of a monument to the memory of general | 
George Washington, by voluntary subscription, will | 
not succeed, The executive appointed two or more 
persons, the most distinguished and influential in 
each county in the state, to receive donations, in 
hopes that their weight of character and exertions 
would excite those around to pay that tribute which 
js so justly due to the memcery of a man whois the 
acknowledged saviour ofhis country, and the purest 
patriot and brightest ornament that ever adorned 
buman nature. 

‘the lamented death of Griffin Stith, esq. one of 
the judges of the general court, occasioned a va- 
caney during the recess of the legislature, which 
the executive filled by the appointment of Richard 
k. Parker, “to be approved or displaced by both 
houses.” : 

I have to communicate to the legislature the| 
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the death of brigadier-general Francis M. Boykin, 
which occasions a vacancy in the eighth brigade of 
Virginia militia; this vacancy will be filled during 
the present session, by an appointment from the 
general assembly. : 

The resignation of Nathaniel TJ. Claiborne, esq. 
long a member of the privy council, occasions the 
necessity of filling that vacancy. 

A. few days hence | sliall have the honor of sub- 
mitting to the legislaiure, some other matters that 
have been received by this department, which i 
deem it my duty to communica 'e. 

Fellow citizens of the senate, 

and of the house af delerates: 7 

Upon a review of our past and present condition, 
we must acknowledge that no period has ever been 
afforded so peculiarly auspicious for the promotion 
and advancement of those great and important ob- 
jects, that so intimately concern perpetuation of 
government, our present and future happiness, as 
well as all our dearest interests. 

In this rising republic, every man is born with 
equal claims io the highest offices in the gift of 
the government. Virtue and talents alone can in- 
sure public patronage; and, united, may aspire to 
the most distinguished employments. You have it 
in your power, by laying a broad foundation fag the 
| rearing of genius and the cultivation of the htman 
mind, to raise to yourselves an everlasting monu- 
ment, an imperishable fame. You have-the right, 
and your constituents have afiorded you the means, 
through a proper use of the literary fund, of eman- 
icipating the human mind from the gloomy bondage 
of ignorance. 

They look to you, and you are accountable ¢o them 
at least for the performance of this all-important 
and sacred duty. Remember, that we owe our pre- 
sent happy farm of government, our liberties, both 
civil and religious, to the talents and genius and 
virtue of our predecessors. They have solemnly 
warned us that these blessings can only be perpe- 
tuated through the means by which they were at- 
tained. Cease to cultivate the mind and heart, and 
your liberties are iost forever. Then, pardon me, 
for endeavoring so fervently to impress upon you 
that you owe to the rising generation and to pos- 
as legislators, no obligation so solemn 
and so sacred as that which relates to their edu- 
cation and the attainment of knowledge. In vain 
shall we transmit them the blessings of a frce 
government, which have cost our forefathers so 
much blood and treasure to establishand preserve, if 
we do not inspire them with the capacity of enjoying 
it, through the means of liberal and patriotic feel- 
ings and expanced minds. Give then #e all, rich 
and poor, equally, the means of instruction, and 
your legislative labors will be blessed and perpetua- 
ted, and your country rewarded in the honest, 
liberal, independent and faithful discharge of your 
duty. JAMES P, PRESTON. 


Legislature of North-Carolina. 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. ° 
To the honoradie the general assembly of the state of’ 
WNorth-Carolna. : 
GENTLEMEN—To meet you at a périod like the 
‘present, when our country, prosperous in her fo- 
reign and domestic relations, her citizens sacrificing 
tLeir party differences at the shrine of patriotism, 
and the earth, as to fill up the measure of our hap- 
piness, has compensated with the richest abundance 
the labors bestowed upon it—is.a circumstance pe- 
culiarly well calculated to afford cause of congra- 
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tulation, and to call forth the warmest ge ml punishment should be inflicted in direct op 


of gratitude to the great Author ofall these bless- 
ings. 

The rapid progress we have made as a nation, 
in improvements tending to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of man, seems to point to the high destiny re- 
served for the United States, and it behoves us as 
a constituent member of the union, not to be back- 
ward in exertions calculated to,give us a respecta- 
ble stand with our sister states in this advancement. 

The rank which each state has in the union; is 
in a great measure estimated by her commercial 
importance. Situated as North Carolina is, voiding 
her exports through the two adjoining staies, she 
has not that consequence in the commercial world, 
to which her population and productiveness so emi- 
nently entitle her. To raise her to her proper sta- 
tion, claims the united efforts of every North-Ca- 
rolinian. 

A report upon the subject of opening an outlet 
tc the ocean will probably be laid before you at this 


Position to public sentiment. That which most 
men will unite promptly in pronouncirg wrong, 
must certainly be wrong. And though the law as 
it now stands has been in force for some years, this 
circumstance is not to my mind conclusive evidence, 
that public sentiment is in it favor. It is to be re- 
membered that the public attention has for some 
years back, been drawn to a complete change of 
‘our criminal code, and this law may have been per-. 
mitted to exist in expectation of this change. For 
imy part I have been led to the conclusion, that pub- 
|lic opinion is in opposition to the present mode of 
|punishment, from the circumstance, that not a con- 
|viction has taken place in this state, since I l:ave 
been in office, but a petition has been presented fora 





pardon, ‘signed, in every instance coming at this 
time within my recollection, by all the jury, and a 
|long list of others of the most respectable kind, s: « 


liciting a pardon solely upon the ground of the se- 
verity uf the punishment. And | have in every in- 


session. If it be practicable, the advantages arising | stance yielded to the prayer of the petition, not from 


from it to the state would seem not worthy ofa 


| the belief that the power of pardoning carried with 


competition with any reasonable expense. A spirit|it a dispensing power, but from a firm conviction 


of internal improvement has of late gone abroad, 
which if properly cherished, may be productive of 
the most beneficial effects; and I am not aware that 
the surplus funds of the treasury can be better ap- 
plied, than in aiding mdividual enterprise, in under- 
taking to advance the happiness and convenience of 
our citizens, and to give the state a rank among her 


extent of territory. 

To enlighten the public mind in a free govern- 
ment, has ever been held the surest mode of perpe- 
tuating the blessings of the government; in propor- 
tion as each individual in a community is informed, 


that public sentiment was in hostility to the pre- 
sent law, aad that every officer is bound, no matter 
by what tenure he may liold his office, to pay re- 
spect to that sentiment. 

A well organized and well trained militia is no 





doubt the surest safeguard in a free country, end 


deserves all the encomiuims which have upon va- 
sister states commensurate with her population and | rious occasions been lavished upon that species of 


force. But the great difficulty in this as well as 


‘Many other states seems to exist in obtaining a 


force of tis description thus well organized and 
trained. Without meaning any disparagement to 
the courage or patriotism of the militia of this state, 


just in that portion is he calculated to appreciate ‘the fact is too evident to be denied that they are 


the benefits derived from that community. 


To de- |in a deplorable state as regards discipline. To give 


vise a plan by which instruction may be extensive- | to this great mass of moral and physical force, the 
ly diffused, occupied some portion of the attention | efficiency which it merits and is capable of receiving, 
of the last legislature, and as the subject may be | it is indispensable that they should be instructed 


again submitted for your consideration, it may not 
be unseasonable for me thus to vite your attention 
to it ina particular manner. 

Upon the two former occasions, when I had the 
honor to address you, I took the liberty of soliciting 
your attention to the judiciary, and you may judge 
of the importance attached to the subject in my 
mind, from my again bringing it before you. It 


_and practised in the rule by which they are to be g.« 
verued.—Towards an accomplishment of this im- 
|portant work, the expediency of instituting a sys- 


tem, which shall, in the first instance, catl into the 
field at the public expense, and for longer periods 
than at present, certain portions of the commission- 


'ed and non-commissioned officers, is recommended 


foryour consideration. The instruction and discip- 


will be readily admitted, that next to the legi.la- line thus acq ured, would gradually diffuse through 
tive, this is the next most important branch of) the entire body of the militia that practical know- 


the government, and upon its proper organization 
a great deal depends. The accumulating duties 
of the present circuit judges would seem to de- 
mand, that their attention should exclusively be de- 
voted to the duties of their circuit; and whether 
the supreme court, whose decisions are to deter- 
mine what is the law of the land, and are to be hand- 
ed down as precedents for the guidance of future 
generations, should not be composed of men, who 
could devote their time and attention exclusively to 
the business of that court, seems to me well wor- 
thy of consideration. A-curtailment of the circuits 
also, is with deference recommended. 

A complete revisal of the criminal code of our 
state has frequent occupied the attention of the le- 
gislature, and may possibly be brought before you 
this session. Should it not, there is one part of it 
which appears to me to require amendment; I al- 
lude to the punishment of horse stealing. I aya ful- 
ly sensible of the delicacy with whic! subjects of 
this sort should be touched; but feel myseif tread 


ing upon safe ground, when I take the position, that 


| ledge and promptitude for active service, which are 
ithe great ends to be pursued. 
| In conformity with a resolution of the last general 


assembly, I enquired of the commanding officers of 


the counties to which arms had been distri uted 
| by the act of 1812, relative to the situation of the 
arms. The result of that enquiry may be-seen upon 
an examination of the packet marked (A) contain. 
ing the reports of the officers. The act of 1312 
makes it the duty of the governor to distribute the 
arms which may thereafter be received from the 
general government, to certain counties named in 
the act. I declined complying with the requisites 


stand received in 1816, until the sentiments of the 
iegislature should be expressed upon the reception 


of the report of the state of the arms already dis- 


tributed. These arms still await your disposition 


and Newbern. 





| department of the United States is prépured to Ae 





of this act as to the fifteen hundred and eighty 


iat the United States’ store hotises, in Wiiiaingion 


laformation has been received that the orduance 
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liver the proportion of srms and equipments to/of the commanding officer, and as general Roberts 
which this state is entitled by an act of congress. had not evinced any wish to have a judicial investi. 
An offcr has been made to deliver in artillery a} gation of his conduct, and had further evinced that 
proportion of the value of what may be found due.| his honor was not to be relied on, for making his 
‘there beirg no authority to assent to this proposal,| appearance, I conceived myself authorised to order 
the subject is submitted to your consideration. {him into close confinement. From this close con- 
T lost no time in transmitting to Mrs. Blakely the| finement the judge who rode the circuit thought 
resolution of the last session relative to the main-| proper to release him, and feeling no disposition 
tenance of her child. Mrs Blakely has accepted the| to have the farce of assembling a court martial re- 
ofier made by the legislature, and has drawn upon! acted without any compulsory power to compel the 
the treasurer for six hundred dollars for its support/ attendance of gen. Roberts, an order was issued by 
for five years, accompanied with a request, that}/my direction to prevent the assemblage of the 
should this sum be thought large, the legislature} court a second time. ‘This statement is made with 
would greaily add to the obligations she is already|a view to obtain alegislative provision, to compei 
under, if asum could be named for which she might! the attendance of officers on court martial, if ihe 
draw for semi-annually. ‘That part of the resolu-| decision of the judge be correct. 
tion directing the sword voted capt, Blakely by a} It is much to be lamented that a cause of differ- 
former legislature, to be purchased and presented/ ence should exist between two states, having such 
to Mrs. Blakely, has not been carried into effect,| strong inducements to union as North Carolina and 
und it is submitted if some other present, for in- | Tennessee. 
stance a set of tea plate, would not be a more mutt The memorial which was presented to the last 
uble present, the child being a female. Mrs. Blake-| session of congress, having been as I have been in- 
Iv’s letters upon this subject are submitted in the | formed, postponed in consequence of the p»essure 
file (B.) of business, it is most respectfully submitted, whe- 
Incompliance with the resolution authorising) ther the bringing the subject again to the view of 
and requesting the governor to order a court mar-; congress by another memorial (lest the one alrea- 
tial for the trial of general Roberts, an opder was/ dy presented should be permitted to remain another 
issned for the court to assemble at the court house} session among the unfinished business of the last,) 
n Newbe rn on the 16th of June. General Roberts} treating with due respect the feelings of our sister 
was arrested but permitted to go at large. He/state, but at the same time, supporting with dig- 
was notified of the time and place of meeting of the|nity and firmness the rights of N. Carolina, would 
court and served with a copy of the charges and! be deemed superfiuous or intrusive. 
specifications. ‘The court assembled at the time| A letter is herewith submitted from George Gra- 
and place appointed, and general Roberts not mak-jham, esq. acting secretary of war, containing infor- 
ing his appearance, the court declined trying him) mation that the commissioners appointed to treat 
on the original charges and specifications, but) with the Cherokee Indians, have signed a treaty by 
cashiered him for breach of arrest in not making| which that nation have relinquished their claim to 
his appearance, and without notice of the charges.|a tract of country including the whole of the land 
Upon the proceedings being submitted for myiclaimed by them within the limits of the state of 
approbation, they were disapproved upon the!N. Carolina, and that this treaty would besubmit- 
ground that a man could not be tried in his ab- ted to the senate at their next session. 
sence without notice,—I then directed the adjutant; The ciaim of North Carolina agaiast the U. States 
general to issue an order to the commanding offi- for monies advanced by the state, in payment of 
cer of the county of Carteret, io order out a detach-/ militia called mto the service of the United States, 
ment of militia if necessary to arrest general Ro-jremains unsettled. The war department has been 
berts and keep him in close confinement until the|from time totime furnished with the documents 
court could be assembled; and a court was accord-|called for. By a letter received 2 few days since 
lnuly ordered to assemble again at the court house |from the 3d auditor, Iam informed that upon an 
in Newbern on the 13th October. This latter pro-jestimate being furnished of the probable amount of 
ceeccing was founded upon the following clause in |the outstanding claims, a further sum will be ad- 
Macomb upon Martial Law. p. 54. ivanced tothe executive of the state to meet the 
“Although the martial law make no mention of payment of them; and that a final adjusiment will 
any difference in the manner of the arrest in order| be made upon the completion of the payments, and 
to trial, adifference is established by the custom ithe transmission of the additional docuinents. 
of the army, 2ccording to the degree or measure of; On this last occasion of addressing you, I cannot 
tie crime. An officer accused of a capital crime,jomit the ft opportunity of presenting to you, aud 
or any offence of which the penalty is so severe as|through you to your predecessors, my sincere 
to excite anatural temptation to escape fram jus-;thanks for the repeated instances of confidence re- 
tice, ought to be detained in a siate of confinement) posed inme, The indulgence with which my con- 
as secure as the closest civil imprisonment. If the duct while in office has been viewed by my friends, 
offence be of a lighter nature, the presumption is,| will always be remembered with gratitude. In ad- 
that the officer whose character is thus impeached, | ministering the affairs of the state, I have no doubt 
must be soliciiousto obtain a jucicial investigation| committed many errors. It is the province of hu- 
of his conduct, and he is therefore generally al-|manity. But Lcan with confidence affirm, that they 
jowed to waik about within certain limits without!have been errors of the understanding and not of 
his sword, on his word of honor, to await the issue |inclination. 
of a trial, or his eniargement by proper authority.—| That your deliberations will be directed to the 
‘The degree and measure of the arrest must, howe-|inierest and prosperity of the state, your consti. 
yer, be entirely at the discretion of the command. |tuents have a sure gurrantee in the circumstance of 
ing officer, whe willim all cases regulate lris con-|your being selected from them, from your attach- 
duct by the particular circumstances, and by the|ment to and knowledge of their interest. 
dictates of propriety and humanity.” Upon this; With the highest consideration and respect, I 
atter partof the clause, belicving the degree and | have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
measure of the arrest to be solely at the discretion | WELLIAM MILLER. 
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motion: for consideration, which lies one day of 


‘necessary in order to secure the equal and certain 
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CONGRESS. 
BEN ATE. 
Dec. 8—Mr. Sanford submitted the following 


cot s¢— 


what alterations or amerdnients may be required in 
te present sysiem of collecting the duties charged 
on the value of merchandize imported into the Uni- 
ted States; and what further legal provisions are 


collection of those duties. 

Mr. Burbour gave notice that he should, on to- 
mo' row, ask Jesve to bring ina resolution proposing 
to the several states an amendment to the constitu- 
tion of the United Siates on the subject of internal 
improvements. 

Dec. 9.—No material business was done to day, 
except the follawing: 

Mr. Barbour, of Virginia, in pursuance of notice 
yes.erday given, introcuced the following resolution 


December 11.—All the forms being pessed 
through, Messrs. Walter Leak and Thos. HR. Wil- 
liams took their seats as senators from the new 
state of Mississippi. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the mo- 


. ition of the 10th instant, for information relating to 
Resolved, That the committee of finance enquire | 


the prompt settlement of public accounts, and 
agreed thereto. 

The standing committees of the senate were then. 
appointed by ballot—a list of which shall be given 
hereafter. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Dec 3.—On motion of Mr. Taylor, 
of New York, the house resolved itself into a cem. 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. 
Smith, of Md. being called to the chair. 

The president’s message was the subject of con- 
sideration. 

Mr. Taylor, moved a series of resolutions, em- 
bracing the following references of various parts of 
the message: 





for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, in relution to internal improvements. 


the constitution of the United States, be proposed 


Siates, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as 
a part of the said constitution: “Congress shall 
heve power to pass laws appropriating money for 
constructing roads and canals, and improving the 
navigation of water courses. Provided, however, 
that no road or canal, shall be conducted in any 
state, northe navigation of its waters improved, 
Without the consent of such state. And provided, 
also, that whenever congress shall appropriate mo- 
ney to these objects, tie amount thereof shall be 
distributed among the several s'ates, in the ratio of 


representation which each state shall bave in the! 


most numerous branch of the national legislature. 
But the portion of any state, with its own consent, 


may be applied to the purpose aforesaid, in any 
0... er state.” 


The resolution lies on the table for considera. | 


tion. 

{it was read a second time the next day, and refer- 
red to a committee consisting of Messrs. Barbour 
King, Lacock, Macon and Eppes. ] 

On baliotting for a Chaplain on the part of the 
senate, the Rev. Mr Hawtey, Pastor of St. John’s 
church in Washington, was duly elected. 


Nec. 10. —Mr. Morrow, of Ohio, submitted the 
following motion for consideration; 

Resolved, That the President of the United States: 
be requested to communicate to the Senate such 
information as he may possess relating to the pro- 
gress madein suryeying the several tracts of mili- 
tary bounty lauds appropriated by Congress, in the 
State of Indiana, and the Missouri territory, for the 
late army of the United States, and the time at which 
such surveys will probably be completed. 

Mr. Sanford, of N. Y¥, submitted the following 
mot:on: 

Resslved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to lay before the senate info:mation of the 
progress which has been made in the settlement of 
public accounts, under the “act to provide for the 
prompt settlement of public accounts,” and that he 
also state what further legal provision, may be, in 
his opinion, necessary to ensure their speedy scttle- 
ment. 


These motions lie on the table one day, of course. 


> 


Resolved, That so much of the message of the 


: ‘ ipresident of the United States, as relates to the 
Resolved, &c. That the following amendment to | subject of foreign affairs, and to our commercial 


, ‘intercourse with British colonial ports, be referred 
to the legislatures of the several states, which, when | sep 


ratificd by the legislatures of three fourths of the! 


to aselect committee. 

That so much as relates to military affairs; s 
‘much as relates to an improvement in the organiza- 
‘tion and discipline of the militia; so much as re- 
jlates to naval affairs; so much as relates to the im- 
iprovement of the indian tribes in the arts of civiliz- 
ed life; so much as relates to roads, canals, and se- 
| minaries of learning; so much as relates to the il- 
|licit introduction of slaves from Amelia island into 
the United States; so much as relates to the public 
buildings, and the erection of new edifices for the 
accommodation of the heads of departments and 
the attorney general; so much as relates to the sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the revoluGonary 
army; beseverally referred to select committecs, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

That so muchas relates to manufactures, be re- 
ferred to the committee of commerce and manufac. 





‘tures; so much as relates to thesubject of revenue, 
jand a repeal of the internal taxes, be referred to the 
jcommittee of ways and means; so much as relates 
to purchases of lands from the Indian tribes, to the 
| committee on public lands. 

The first resolution having been read for consi- 
deration, Mr. Clay (the speaker) moved to amend 
the same by adding to the end thereof the following 
words: 

“And that the said committee be instructed to 
enquire whether any, and if any, what provisions 
| of law are necessary to ensure, to the American co- 
lonies of Spain, a just observance of the duties in- 
cident to ihe neutral relation in which the United 
States stand, in the existing war between them and 
Spain.” 

Mr. Clay said, that his presenting at so early 2 
period of the session, this subject to the considera- 
tion of the house, was in consequence of certain 
proceedings which he had scen represented in the 
public prints as having taken place before certain of 
our courts of justice. ‘Two or three cases bearing 

on this subject had come to his knowledge, which 
he wished to state to the house. The first had oc- 
curred at Philadelphia, before the circuit court of 
the United States held in that city. The civcum- 
stances of the case, for which however he did not 
pretend to vouch, having received them through 
the channel ajready indicated, were these: if they 
were incorrectly siated, he was happy that a gen- 
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tleman had taken his seat this morning from that 
city, who would be able to correct him: that nine 
or ten British disbanded officers had formed in Eu- 
rope the resolution to unite themselves with the 
Spanish patriots in the contest existing between 
them and Spain; that to carry into effect this inten- 
tion, they had sailed from Europe, and in their 
transit to South America had touched at the port 
of Philadelphia; that,- during their residence in |curred in the town of Boston. We admit the flag 
Philadelphia, wearing perhaps the arms and habili- | of these colonies into our ports, said Mr. C. we.proe 
ments of military men, making no disguise of their |fess to be neutral; but if our laws pronounce, that, 


[pose its authority. Persons sailing under the flag 
of the provinces had been arraigned in our courts, 
and tried for piracy; in one case, after having been 
arraigned, tried, and acquitted of piracy, the same 
individuals, on the instigation of 2 Spanish officer 
or agent, had been again arraigned for the same af- 
fence. The gentlemen from Massachusetts wouid 
correct him if he was wrong, for the case had oec- 








aitention to participate in the struggle, they took | 
passage in.a vessel bound to some port in South 
America; that, a knowledge of this fact having come 
to the ears of the public authorities, or, perhaps 





| 


the moment the property and persons under that 
flag enter our por's, they shall be seized, the one 
claimed by the Spanish minister or consul as the 
property of Spain, and the other prosecuted as pi- 


at the instigation of some agent of the Spanish go- |rates, that law ought to be altered if we mean to 
vernment, a prosecution was commenced against \perform our neutral professions. I have brought 
these officers, who, from their inability to procure |the subject before this house thus promptly, said 
bail, were confined in prison. If, said Mr. C. the |Mr. C. because I trust that im this house the cause 
circumstances attending this transaction be correct- | will find justice; that, however treated elsewhere, 
ly stated, it becomes an.imperious duty in the house ‘on this floor will be found a guardian interest at- 
to institute the enquiry contemplated by the amend- | tending to our performance of the just obligations 
ment whichT have proposed. That this was.an ex-!of neutrality. Hitherto, he said, whatever might 
traordinary case was demonstrated by the fact of|have been our intentions, our acts had been all on 
the general sensation which it had excited on the|the other side. From the proclamation of 1815, 
subject, in the place where it had occurred. Filled |issued to terminate an expedition supposed to be 
2s that respectable and populous city is with men organizing in Louisiana, an expedition existing only 
who differ widely on political topics and entertaining in the mind of chevalier de Onis, down to the Jate 
¥arious views of public affairs, but one sentiment, |act—whether the measure was a proper one or not 
Mr. ©. said, prevailed on this subject, which was he did not say; his confidence in the executive led 
favorable to the persons thus arraigned. With re- him to suppose it was adopted on sufficient grounds 
gard to the conduct of the court on ‘this occasion, —down tothe order for suppressing, as it was call- 
he would say nothing: The respect which, whilst |ed, the establishments at Amelia island and Gal- 
he hada seat on this floor, he should always shew |veztown—all the acts of the government had been 
to every department of the government; the re-jon one side: they all bore against the colonies, 
spect he entertained for the honorable judge who against the cause in which the patriots of South 
had presided, forbade -him from pronouncing the|America were arduously engaged. It became us, 
decision of that court to have been unwarranted /he said, to look to the other side, honestly intend- 
by law. But hefelt himself perfectly sustaimed in |ing neutrality, as he believed we did. ,Let us re- 
saying, that if the proceeding was warranted by the ‘collect the condition of the patriots; no minister 
existing law, it was the imperious duty of congress ‘here to spur on our government, as was said.in an 
to alter the law inthis respect. For, what, he ask- jinteresting and it appeared to bim a very candid 
ed, was the neutral obligation which one -nation work recently published in this country respecting 
owed to another engaged in war? ‘The-essence ofthe progress of the South American revolution— 
it is this: that the belligerent means of the neutral /no minister here to be rewarded by noble honors in 
shall not be-employed in the war in favor of either consequence of the influence he is supposed to 
of the parties. ‘That is the whole of the obligation possess with the American government. No: their 
of a third party in a war between two others; it unfortunate case, Mr. C. said, was what ours had 
certaimly does not require of one nation to restrain |been in the years 1778 and 1779—their ministers, 
the belligerent means of other nations. If those na- like our Franklins and Jays at that day, were skulk- 
tions choose to permit their means to be employed! ing about Europe, imploring inexorable legitimacy 
m behalf of cither party, it is their business to look | for one kind look—some aid to terminate a war af- 
to it, and not ours. Let the conduct of the per-|flicting tohumanity. Nay, their situation was worst 
sons prosecuted be regarded in its most unfavorable |than ours: for we had one great-and magnanimous 
light: let it be considered as the passage of troops jally to recognize us, but no nation had stepped 
through our country and there was nothing in our/forward to acknowledge any of these provinces.— 
neutral obligations forbidding it. ‘The passage of/Such disparity between the parties, Mr. C. said, 
troops through a neutral country according to his demanded a just attention to the interests of the 
impressions, was a question depending on the par-|party which was unrepresented: and if the facts 
ticular interest, quiet or repose of the country tra-}which he had mentioned, and others which had 
versed, and might be granted or refused at its dis-|come to his knowledge, were correct, they loudly 
cretion, without in any degree affecting the obliga- |demanded the interposition of cougress. He trust- 


een a 


tions of the neutral to either of the parties engaged 
inthe controversy. But surely, Mr C. said, this) 
was not a case of the passage of troops; the persons 
apprehended not being in sufficient number, nor or- 
ganized or equipped in such a manner as, under any 
construction, to constitute a military corps. On 
this case he would detain the house no longer, he 
said; for he was satisfied they could not but agree 
with him, if the law justified the proceeding that 
had taken place, that law ought to be immediately 





amended. Other cases bad occurred in which it 


appeared to him it became the. congress to inter-; 


ed the house would give the subject their attention, 
and shew that here, in this place, the obligations 


‘of neutrality would be strictly regarded in respect 


to Spanish America. 

Mr. Sergeant rose, in consequence of the gen- 
tleman having appealed to him, not to enter into 
any discussion of the question presented by the 
amendment, but to speak of the facts which were 
within his-knowledge. Thestatement made by the 


Speaker was substantially correct: it was also cor- 
rect :that the circumstance had occasioned consider 
able sensation among al! partics in the city of Phi- 
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ladelphia. Mr. S. recapitulated the principle facts, | For the Depariment ‘of State—Messrs. Forsyth , 
adding, that the vessel in which these persons em- | Hasbrowck and Scudder. 
barked was laden with munitions of war. As re-| -For the Treasury—Messrs, Lowndes, Allen of 
spected the views and intentions of the persons ap- Va. and Marchand. é 
prehended, Mr. S. said, he believed they had nei-| For the Department of War—Messrs. Johnson, of 
ther any intention nor any idea of violating the laws |'‘Ky. Tucker, of 'S. C. and Herkimer. 
of the United States, and that their conduct had; For the Navy Depariment—Messrs. Pleasants,. 
been perfectly decorous.and correct. The court |Storrs and Sampson. 
had thought they bad offended against the act of| For the General. Post Ofice—Messrs. Ingham, 
congress of the last session; or were so far at least | Hubbard and Huntingdon. ! 
of that opinion, that they thought it necessary to; For’the Pubic Buildings—Messrs. Tucker, of 
detain them. ‘The bail demanded was not high; but | Va. Drake and Orr. 
they were not able to procure it, and were there- On so much of the President’s Message as relates 
fore committed to gaol. It was because of the cor-!to Foreign Affairs—Messrs. Forsyth, Holmes, of 
rect deportment of these persons, that the senti-| Mass. Barbour, of Va. Robertson, of Lou. Porter, 
ment in their favor had been so general—but no) Orr and‘Goodwyn. ! 
complaint was made of the court, for which the} On Military Afairs—Messrs. Johnson, of Ky- 
same respect was entertained with which the Speak-|Bloomffeld, Reed, f. M. Nelson, Nesbitt, Forney 
er himself had regarded it. He had mentioned land ‘Gage. 
these facts only, that the house might, when the time| On the Militia. Messrs. Harrison, Smyth of Va. 
came tor acting on it, be aware of the'construction |Quarles, Williams of Con. Jones, Linn and Merton. 
put on the existing law, so faras anyhad been given.| | On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Pleasants, Silsbee, 
The amendment moved by Mr. Clay, to the first | Wendover, Parrot, Ringgold, Savage and ‘Schuyler. 
resolution was agreed to without opposition. On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Southward, Williams, 
The committee of the whole rose and reported |of N.Y. Murray, Slocumb, Butler, Richards and 
their adoption of the several resoiutions moved by | Tarr. 
Mr. Taylor, with the amendment, which the house} On Internal Improvement—Messrs. Tucker, of Va. 
agreed to nem, con. and the committees were order- | Talmadge, Ingham, Storrs, Claggett, Robertson of 
ed ‘to be appointed accordingly. Ky. and Lewis. 

And the house adjourned. Respecting Amelia Island—Messrs. Middleton, 
Thursday, Dec. 4.—Three other members ap-' Smith, Upham, Sawyer, Ball, Mumford and Cook. 
peared, viz. from Virginia, Mr. Jolson, from Ma- | On the “Public Buildings—Messrs. Parris, Bassett 

ryiand, Mr. Bayly; and from Pennsylvania, Mr.! Bellinger, ‘Taylor, Forsyth, Crafts and Folger. 

Baldwn. Respecting the surviving Revolutionary Patriots— 
be following committees were announced, hav-} Messrs.Bloomfield, Reed, Stuart, Rhea, Smith of 

ing been appointed by the Speaker, in pursuance of Md. Wallace and Hall. 

the order of yesterday: | A number of petitions were presented and refer- 

Commitiee of Ways and Means—Messrs. Lowndes, : red. 
Smith of Md. Burwell, Pitkin, Abbott, Sergeant; ‘On motion of Mr. Comstock, Resolved that the 
and Trimble. ‘committee on Military Affuirs be instructed to en- 

Of Elections—Messrs. ‘Taylor, Tyler, Merrill, quire into the expediency of making provision by 
Shaw, Boss, Whitman and Strony. \law for the commutation into money of the milita. 

Of Commerce and Manufactures—Messrs. New- ry bourity lands granted by congress. 
ton, Seybert, Moseley, Irving, M’Lane, Crawford, ‘The ‘Speaker laid before the house the constitu- 
and Kinsey. | ition adopted for the new state of Mississippi. 

Of Claims—Messrs. Williams of N. C. “Rich,| ‘The resolution for the ‘admission of the state of 
Bateman, M’Coy, Huntingdon, Schuyler and Walk- | Mississippi into the Union, was received from the 
er of Ky. isenate, twice read, and réferred toa committee of 

Of the District of Columbia—Messrs. Herbert, |of the whole. 

Miller, Peter, Boden, Strother, Claiborneand Cobb.| Friday, ‘December 5, Mr. Ballard Smith, of Vir- 

On the Public Lands—Messrs. Robertson of Lou. | ginia, appeared and took his seat. 

Anderson of Ky. Mercer, Campbell, Hendricks,| Mr. Robertson of Lou. offered the following reso- 
Terry and ‘Marr. ‘lution for consideration: 

On the Post Offic? and Post Roads—Messts. Ing- | Resolved, That the president of the United States 
ham, Biount, Barber of Ohio, Townsend, Nelson of be requested ‘to lay before the house of representa- 
Mass. Colston and Terrell. ‘tives such information ‘ashe may pcssess and think 

On Pensions and Revolutionary Claims—Messts. | proper to communicate, relative to the indepen- 
Rhea, Wilkin, Ruggles, W.'P. Maclay, Sherwood, |dence and, political condition of the provinces of 














“Eiiicott and Owen, Spanish ‘America. 

On Public Expenditure—Messt's. Desha, ‘Anderson The resolution having been read— 
of Pa. Garnett, Cushman, Culbreth, Hunter and} “Mr. Roderison said, that he supposed there 
Holmes of Con. would. be no objection to the adoption of the reso!u- 


On the Judiciary—Messrs. Nelson 6f Va. Hopkin- | tion which ‘he had just submitted to the conside- 
son, Spencer, Edwards, Beecher, Livermore and|ration of the house. He fousd, from the late mes- 


Hale. sage of the president, that the attention of the 
On Accounts—Messrs. Little, Bennett ard Allen, | house, as ‘well.as of the nation, had been, in a gene- 
of Mass. ral way, directed to the situation of the provinces 


Of Revisal and unfinished business—Messrs. Sa-|of Spanish ‘America. The president had observed 
vage, Whiteside and Westerlo. too, and very truly that the citizens of the Unit- 
On Private Land Claims~Messrs. Herrick, Hies-|ed States sympathized in the events which® af- 
ter, Pindall, Hogg and Tompkins. | fected their neighbors. Mr. R. said, that, as fer 
Committees of investigation into expenditures,{ back as the year 1811, this subject had excited 
Rc. considerable interest; that acommittee had beer 


raised; the declaration of independence and the can 
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stitution of Venezuela, with other information, 
laid before it by the then president, anda reporton 
them submitted to the house. The report, among 
other things, expressed much good will towards the 
Venezueleans, and an intention toacknowledge their 
independence whenever that independence should 
be achieve!. From that time till the present, si. 
lence had been observed in regard to the affairs of 
that purt of the continent. The reason was obvious: 
we were soon after engaged in war with England, 
and since the peace Gur own pressing concerns had 
occupied our attention. 

The president has spoken, sir, of the interest and 
the sympathy we feel inthe affairs of our southern 
neighbors. Perhaps it may be said with truth, that 
no subject excites throughout the civilized world a 
stronger interest than the contest in which the 
provinces of Spanish America are engaged. Every 
wind that ‘blows wafts to our shores the schemes 
and speculations of European statesmen and pol} 
ticians; from the frozen regions of the north to the 
milder climes of the peninsula, it elicits remark 
and commands attention. Even Alexander, he who 
indites epistles about peace and bible societies, 
while he whets the sword of battle and prepares the 
weapons of destruction, he, it is said, is about to 
furnish his Cossacks to add to the horrors of, as it 
is already called, the war of death. The thunders 
of the pope too, the head of the christian church, 
began to be heard, and no doubt we shall soon see 
his anathemas giving up the peopie of South Ame- 
rica, body and soul, to the punishments due here 
and hereafter to the crimes of rebellion and repub- 
licanism. If, then, to governmenis across the At- 
Jantic, the situation of this people be thus interest 
ing, surely it is not a matter of surprise that the 
citizens:of the United States should with some so- 
licitude turn their attention towards them. Every 
republican in the United States must lament their 
disasters and exuit in their triumphs: they do but 
follow the example we have set them; we owe our 
glory and our fame to resistance to arbitrary pow- 
er, and the people of Spanish America, and all 
others growing under oppression must owe their 
elevation and worth of character to the same cir- 
cumstance. They do but follow in our footsteps; 
it is in vain to deny or diguise the fact; it is known 
throughout the world—whatever of injury despotism 
or priestcraft have sustained, whether from the re- 
volution of France, or that which now, I hope, flou 
vishes in our hemisphere, is laid to the account of 
our glorious revolution, and the excellent princi- 
ples of our constitution. 

[t is to be regretted, Mr. Speaker, that our ac- 
quaintance with the people of Spanish America is 
not more particular and intimate than it is: we en- 
tertain but one sentiment about them—our feelings 
are allin unison; yet we differ and dispute on a varie. 
ty of points which it is desirable should be no longer 
suffered to remain in doubt. Mexico, Peru,Chili, Bue- 
nos Ayres, Ven: ztela, N. Grenada, are they indepen- 
dent? Are they struggling for independence, or have 
they yielded to their European tyrant’ Have they 
made known their situation to the executive de- 
partment? Have they demanded to be recognized 
as independent sovereignties? Do they govern them- 
gelves? Elect their agents, legislature, executive 
and judiciary? Lay and collect taxes, raise and sup- 
port armies and navies? It is possible that these 
facts are in tle possession of the president; it is 
very wei! known that there have been agents, men 
of high resjcciability, sent publicly from the go- 
yernments of Venezueia, New Grenada, Buenos Ay- 
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i know to the contrary, from other province. It is 
probable that they have not remained silent, but 
whatever they may have said has not been made 
known to this house, or to this nation. As our go- 
vernment is essentially popular, I wish information 
to be given to the people. I wish for information, 
that our judgments may sanction sentiments our 
hearts so warmly approve. I do not mean, Mr. Speak- 
er, to commit myself in regard to my future course 
— it must, toa certain exten-, depend upon circum- 
stances, This house will act as circumstances may 
require; but for myself I have no hesitation to Say, 
that, if it shall appear that the provinces of Spanish 
America, or any of them, are really independent, no 
earthly consideration shall prevent me, in my pub- 
lic character, from acknowledging them as sove- 
reign states. 

Mr. Forsyth said, he was too well acquainted 
with the the temper of the people of the United 
States on this subject, to oppose any motion for en- 
quiring into it; such was not his object; but he 
knew from experience, that some enquiries were 
proper and some dangerous. In this cus¢, he 
thought that all which could beknown ought tobe 
known; but he suggested to the mover of the rese- 
lution, whether it was not too broad in its call on 
the executive, and whether it ought not to contain 
the usual qualification of excepting such informa- 
tion as the president might deem the communica- 
tion of iiicompatible with the public interest. Mr. 
F. presumed the president had communicated all 
that he knew, or all that he wished congress to 
know on the subject; and as it was usual in request- 
ing information of the executive, to ask for such 
only as the public interest would, in his opinion, 
permit to be disclosed, he proposed so to modify 
‘his motion, in which shape only couid he consent 
to vote for it. 

Mr. oberison signified his ready asssent to Mr. 
Forsyth’s proposition. 

The resolution passed nem. con. as modified, and 
a committee of two was appointed to wait upon the 
president with it. 

On motion of Mr. Seybert, 

fesulved, That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the expediency of revising and amending 
certain acts concerning the mint establishment of 
the United States, and that they have leave to re- 
port by bill. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, 

The house then proceeded to the appointment 
of a chaplain for congress on the part of this house, 
and the reverend Messrs. Balch, Cone, Laurie, Al- 
lison, Cumming, Addison and Brown were put in 
nomination, ‘two ballotings took place without an 
election: on the third, Mr. Allison received 84 
votes, and was duly elected. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasuzy accompananied by 
printed copies for the use of the house, of a state- 
ment of the receipts and expenditures of govern- 
ment for the year 1816; and 

The house adjourned to Monday next. 

Monday Dec. 8.—The following members appear- 
ed, and took their seats, viz. From South Carolina, 
Mr. Earle; from Massachusetts, Mr. Mason; from 
Virginia, Mr. Austin and Mr. /loyd; from Ohio, Mr. 
Hitchcock. 

Mr. Scott, delegate from the Missouri territory, 
and Mr Pope, delegate from the Illinois, also ap- 
peared and took their seats. 

Military Bounty Lands. 
Mr. Johnson (of Kentucky) reported a bill au- 








es and Mexico, to this ceuniry, and, for any thing 


thorising a commutation of soldiers’ bounty lands. 

















NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 13, 1817--CONGRESS. 





253 





> 





 ————————————— = 

(The first section of this bill provides that the 
soldiers of the late and present army shall be allow- 
ed to commute their land patents for claims for mo- 
ney, at the rate of one dollar and forty cents per 
nere, to. be paid in four annual instalments, by the 
pension agents appointed in the several states; pro- 
vided that there be in all cases a complete relin- 
guishment of all claims on said Jands by the com- 
mutators to the United States. The second section | 
of the bill makes the appropriation necessary to Car- 
ry the first into effect.] | | 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

Amelia Island and Spanith patriots. 

Mr. Rhea offered for consideration the following 
#esolution: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to lay 
before the house of representatives any information 
he may possess, and think proper to communicate, 
relative to the proceedings of certain persons who 
took possession of Amelia Island, at the mouth of 
the St. Mary’s river, near the boundary of the state 
of Georgia, in the summer of the present year, and 
made an establishment there; and also any informa- 
tion he hath, and may think proper to communicate, 
relative to an establishment made, at an earlier 
period, by persons of the same description, in the 
Gulph of Mexico, at a place called Galvezton, | 
within the limits of the United States, as we con- | 


i 
; 





the postponment. If that motion should not pre- 


vail, he should vote for the amendment proposed 


by Mr. Forsyth, because the fucts on which it was 
founded would certainly disclose the reasons of the 
measure. The Speaker had the other day intimat- 
ed, on the floor of this house, his opinion that every 
act of the government, from the proclamation 
against the expedition said to be fitting out at New 
Oricans in 1815, to the present day, had been hos- 
tile to the Spanish patriots: Now, Mr. M. said, he 
looked upon the information called for by the reso- 
lution as necessary to repel the reproach, from so 
high a source, thus thrown on the government. He 
therefore hoped the resolve would be suffered to 
pass. Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, said he had not un- 
dersiood the Speaker, in debate the other day, te 
have intimated that every act of the government 
had been hostile to the patriot cause; but that they. 
had leaned to one side of the question; had borne 
more against the patriots than against Spain. Andy, 
if cur acts had any operation at all, who could de- 
ny, Mr. J. asked, that what the Spesker had said, 
was the fact?’ Was not the proclamation of 1815 
of that nature? It was issued in consequence of 
representations of the Spanish mimister. Being is- 
sued at his instance, if it had any bearing at all, 
must it not have had a leaning against the Spanish 
patriots? With regard to the seizure of Amelia 


tend, under the cession of Louisiana; together with island, if that measure had any operation at all ia 
the reasons inducing him to issue orders to sup-'regard to the two parties, must it not be against 
press the said establishments. (the patriots? Theirs, he said, was a cause which 

Mr. Rhea said that the establishments referred | he would not now advocate: but the sentiment avow- 
to in the resclution he had just offered, had alreacy |ed by the Speaker was his sentiment—one which he 
excited much attention throughout the country,; would avow in this house and every where—that 
which would be still more attracted to that by the; whenever our acts had had a-tendency to one side or 
order given to suppress them. His object in offer-|\the other it was to the injury of the patriots. Not 
ing this motion was to obtain such imformauon as ithat the Speaker meant to say,any more than himself, 
might satisfy the minds of the American peopie on ‘tbat our government intended hostility to that cause: 
the expediency of that measure. ‘for, Mr. J. said, he understood him to have unequi- 

Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out the last clause vocally said, he had no doubt it would appear that 
of the proposed resolution. It would be an extra-, the reasons of the executive for the measure in 
ordinary conrse for the housé to ask for the reasons question had been sufficient to justify it. Mr. J 
of the measure in question, when they were dis-| was in favor of laying the resolution on the table, 
tinctly and satisfactorily avowed in the message of until it was ascertained wiether the resolution was 
the president. Tocall apon him, after that expo- jor was not necessary, in addition to that passed the 
sition, to explain the reasons fer his concuct, would other day. Mr. Harrison, of Ohio, opposed the mo- 
be to erst a severe reflection on the execuiive, as, tion to liy U.e resolution onthe table—hecoincided 
~ . . . . . le . ) 
ampiying dissatisfaction at the reasons already giv-?in the view taken the other day by the Speakey, 

di . ae . . .* si 
en. For his own part, Mr. F. said, the conduct of) that every act of this government in relation to the 
the executive appeared to him to have been per-)contes: between Spain and her eclonies hat borne 
fectly correct; but he bad no objection to any im-j lard on the latter; and he therefore desired further 
formation desired, if asked for unconnected with | iuformation en the subject embraced ty the resolu- 
the clause he had excepted to. tion. 

This resolution produced a considerable debate,| Mr. Zvlmee said, he regarded the information 
but rather of a desuitory character. Mr. NVelson,| sought by the resolution as exceedingly important 
of Virginia, was in favor of the motion, and ex |The fact of the suppression of the establishments 
pressed his confidence that the measures acopied by | at those places so often referred to, attracted the 





























the exccutive for suppressing these establisi:meats, 
would be fuily supported if these documents were 
exhibited. ‘The tinie had passed, in his opimon, 
in which they could be considered as sancuynedd 
by the patriots—“men embarked in the glorious ana 
magnanimous struggle for freedom and the rights 
of 1Ren, Can never stoop to the condi.ion of bucca- 
neers, banditti and pirates.””. Mr. N. seemed par- 
ticulariy to point at the remarks of Mr. Clay, made 
on the preceding Tuesday, (see his speech) antes 
Vindicated the conduct of the cxecutive in respect 
to those establishments. Mr. Holmes, of Massachu- 
Seits, moved iat the resolution should lie on the 


attention ot the nation—and he was, therefore, im 
favor of the earliest official information on the sub- 
ject, that the house might urderstand on what 
igrounds the executive of the United States had 
jundertaken to suppress these establishments. Mr. 
H. was, however, of opinion that this resolution was 
unnecessary, being embraced in the general call 
made, a few days ago, for information on the poli- 
oe ss 4%, » P > Be in . 4 2 

tical state or ine Spanish provinces, of which East 
Florida, embracing Amelia Isiand, was one: and the 
same rezsoning would apply to Galveztown, situat- 

a reveqer vrar rae r i ~ - ~ * : } 

ed on territory equally clumed by Sp.vin and the 
United Siates. Li, however, the inf 








the information now 


















table, under a belief that the resolution offered the |desired siiould not be received, Mr. H. said, he 
other day would embrace the information desired. |should be one of the first to vote for it, considexing 
Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, coincided with Mr. jit highly iniportant. The intention to seize on these 
H, Mr. Afillery of South Garolina, was oppesed to | establishments, had struck him with surpris4y ':- 
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said, when first informed of the fact; but he had no , additional military academies; one in the vicinity of 
doubt the reasons for the measure would prove ; Fort Dearborn, in the state of South Carolina; one 
satisfactory to all. He would go with any gentle- | in the vicinity of Newport, in the state of Kentue- 
man, at any time, into an enquiry into the conduct of | ky; one in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry, in the state 
the executive; but he thought the gentlemen were | of Virginia: one third of- the cadets to be sons of 
going too fast now, to call specifically for informa- | officers and soldiers of the late army, wha died in 
tion which it was probable might reach the house | the'service of the United States during the late war. 
before this second call could reach the president.| 4. ‘That it is expedient to organize by law a corps 
He, therefore, hoped it would be laid on the table. | of invalids, to be composed of one thousand men. 
The question to lay the resolution on the table | 5. That it Is expedient to make provision by law 
was then taken: for the repeal ofso much of the act of July 6, 1812, 
For the motion, 7> as authorizes additional pay and emolument to bre- 
Against it, 81 vet rank in the army of the United States. 
So the motion was lost. 6. That the military peace establishment of the 
Mr. Rhea having accepted Mr. Forsyth’s propos- | United States shali consist hereafter of eight theu- 
ed amendment, as part of his own motion— sand men, including the corps of invalids. Provid- 
‘the main question was taken on the resolution, |ed that the corps of engineers, the generat staff 
and decided in the affirmative, without a division; | and ordnance department shall be retained as at 
and a committee ordered to be appointed to wait | present established: Provided also, that no part of 
en the president therewith. the army shall be disbanded in consequence of 
The bill for the admission of the state of Missis- | said reductions, but the same shall be effected by 
sippi into the union (the constitution having been | permitting vacancies, as they occur, to remain. 
read through) was agreed to in committee of the; 7. That it is expedient to provide by law for an 
whole, and read the third time and passed. additional national armory, to be located on the 
Tuesday, Dec. 9. ‘The usual number of petitions | western waters. 
were presented and referred; among which wasone| 8. That itis expedient to provide for an addi- 
by Mr. 1? Coy, of Virginia, from an honest couple | tional ration toeach commissioned officer in the 
in his district, who represent that they have been; army of the United States. 
united in wedlock’s happy bonds for seven and 9. That the committee on military affairs be in- 
twenty years, in which time they have added to our | structed to report bills embracing those objects. 
population twenty children, nineteen of whom are} Mr. Johnson accompanied the introduction of 
living, and whom they have maintained by the pro- | these resolutions with a number of remarks appro- 
duct of their manual labor. Conceiving themselves | priate to them individually, and asa whole—[which 
entitled to the favor of congress on that score, they | we cannot find room for in the present number of 
pray fora donation of land to make their deciining | the Reeisren.] 
years more easy to them. The petition was refer-| The several resolutions were received, and refer- 











Z ~" ~ 
a ae ne 


a ~ — 
aa eeemmnie ne ae ee a TS ID 


eo 


red to the committee of public lands. 

A petition was also presented from C. Hammond 
contesting the election af Mr. Herrick, of Ohio, a 
member of this house, on the ground of his having, 
at the time of his election, and until a few days be. 
fore he took his seat here, held the office of attor- 
ney of the United States for the district of Ohio. 
This petition was read and referred to the commit- 
tee of elections. 





‘red to a committee of the whole house for consi- 


deration. 

On motion of Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, 

Resolved, 'Vhat the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the house 
of representatives infurmation of what roads have 
been made, or are in progress, under the executive 
authority of the United States; the states and ter- 
ritories through which they pass or are intended to 
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Mr: Lowndes, from the committee of ways and !pass; the periods when they were ordered to be 
and means, reported a bill to abolish the internal | made, and how far they have been executed. 
duties. The repeal to take place from and after; Mr. Spencer, of New York, offered a resolution 
the 31st day of the present month.] The bill was | which had for its object to ascertain the number of 
twice read and committed. | Warrants issued for military bounty lands to sol- 

Mr. Seydert, from a select committee, reported | diers in the late war, and the probable quantity of 
a bill supplementary to the act concerning the;land that will be necessary to satisfy claims for 
mint. [The object of the bill is to continue the mint | bounty lands under the several laws of congress. 
at Philadeiphia.] The bill was twice read. | Mr. Walker, of North Carolina, submitted a reso- 

Afthtary Establishments. |lution to entitle minors who served in the late war 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, with a view to ascey-!| to bounty lands, or a commutation therefor. 
tain the sense of the House on certain points, that’ Mr. JVhttman,of Massachusetts, offered for con- 
the labors of the military committee should not be! sideration the following resolution: 
unnecessarily troublesome to the House, and labo-| Resolved, ‘That the committee of commerce and 
rious to themselves, submitted the following reso-| manufactures be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
lutions to the consideration of the House. | pediency of providing by law for the apprehending 

1. #esolved, That it is expedient to provide by | and securing foreign seamen deserting from foreign 
law for ihe widows and orphans of the soldiers of! vessels while inthe ports of the United States, con- 
the regular army who were killed in battle, or died | trary to their engagements to serve on board such 
in service during the late war with Great Britain. | vessels. 

2. That it is expedient to provide by law for the | On motion of Mr. #4 Coy of Virginia, 
disbanded and deranged officers of the army of the} esolved, That the committee of ways and means 
United States, who served in the late war with be instructed to enguire into the expediency of 
Great Britain, donations in land, viz. to each se oa repealing the law laving a duty on imported salt, 
general 1,280 acres;to each brigadier general 1,120; | granting a bounty on pick!ed fish exported, and al. 
to each colonel or lieutenant colonel 960 acres; to! lowing a bounty to vessels employed in the fisheries. 
each major 800 acres, to each captain 640 acres;to! Mr. Claiborne of Tennessee, moved the adoption 
each subaitern 480 acres. of the following resolution: 

3. That it is expedient to establish by law thite] Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
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instructed to enquire whether any, and, if any 
what alterations and amendments are necessafy to 
be made in the judiciary. 
Mr. C. stated some of his reasons for offering 
this resolution,—which was agreed to. "Eves 
Wednesday, Dec. 10.—Mr. Newton, of Virginia, 





from the committee of commerce and manuf.:ctures, 
reported a bill to remit the duties ona painting pre- 
sented to the Pennsylvania hospital; which was 
twice read. 


Mr. Zorsyth, of Georgia, offered for considera-| 


estimate of a revenue under the present laws, of 
%24,525,000 as made by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, may be safely relied on for many succeeding 
years. No doubt can be entertained, under the 
circumstances of the United States, as to the pro- 
priety of reducing a revenue so far exceeding their 
ordinary expenses, and the committee recommend 
a general repeal ofthe internal duties. This will 
leave, according to the estimates of the secretary, 
a revenue of about twenty-two millions, exceeding 
the ordinary expenditure by something more than 


tion the following resolution, to obtain a decision 
on 4 question raised by a memorial yesterday pre- 
sented, contesting the election*of a member from 
Ohio, and which Mr. F. considered of great import- 
ance: 

Resolved, That the committee of elections be in- 
structed to inquire and report what persons, elect- 
ed to serve in the house of representatives, have ac- 
cepted or held offices under the government of the | 
United States since the 4th day of March, 1817, | 
and how far their right to a seat in this house is af- 
fected by it. 

The adoption of this resolution was warmly op- 
poséd by Mr. Taylor, of New York, and Mr. John- 


i 





bert, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Livermore, of New-Hamp- | 


halfa million. 


Some difficulties will always be found in deter- 


mining the period at which the collection of a tax 


shall cease. 


The ccnsideration, however, of the 


large proportion of the internal duties which will 
become payable in January, induces the committee 
to recommend that all internal duties should termi- 


nate with the year 1817. 


The entire amount which will have acerued to 


the government on account of the internal duties, 
exclusive of the direct tax, from the first of Janua- 
ry, 1814, to the thirty-first December, 1817, may 


be estimated at more than seventeen millions, and 


ihe receipts for the same time, at upwards of fifteen 
son, Of Kentucky; and was also opposed by Mr. Sey- | millions. 


The following statement will show the receipts 


shire, and Mr. W. P. Maclay, of Penn. and was! of each of the three first years, with an estimate of 


supported by Mr. Forsyth. 


The question on the resolution was taken, when 
there appeared 
In favor of the resolution $5 
Against it 85 
The house being equally divided, the Speaker, | 
assigning as his reason his desire to have the con- | 
stitutional question fully nvestigated,voted in favor | 
of the motion; which was therefore adopted. | 
The speaker laid before the house a letter from | 
Richard Bland Lee, esq. commissioner of ciaims, | 
&c. transmitting a statement of facts, as directed} 
by the act of last session, in several cases of claims 
for indemnity of losses of property during the war, | 
from the state of Maryland; which were referred | 
to the committee of claims. 
Repeal of the internal duties. 
The house resolved itself into a committee of the 


a 
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whole on the bill to abolish the internal duties, Mr. ! 


Desha bemg called to the chair. 

The report of the cOmmittee of ways and means, 
which accompanied the bill, is in the following 
words: 

Report of the committee of ways and means, accompa: 
nying a bill to abolish the internal duties. 

The committee of ways and means, to whom has 
been referred so much of the president’s message 
as respects revenue, report-— 

That they have supposed that they should best 
comply with the intentions of the house, by direct- 
ing their first attention to the repeat of the internal 
duties, which occupied its deliberations during the 
latter part of its last session, and has been since 
recommended by the president. From the report 


4 


those of the fourth year. 


Accruing duties. Duties received. 








#14... . . 3,262,197 12 1,910,995 01 
1815 6,242,503 55 4,976,529 86 
1816 . . . 4,633,799 34 5,281,111 98 
1817 3,002,008 00 3,000,000 08 

Total, 17,140,500 01 15,168,636 85 


Expenses of collection on sums received. 





1814 _, 148,991 78 or 7 8-10 per cent.. 

1815 279,277 67 or 5 6-10 

1816 255,449 42 or 4 8-10 

1817. » 180,000 00 or 6 per cent. 
Total, 861,709 87 or 5 7-10 


The charges of collection upon this revenue have 


icertainly been higher than those upon the impost. 


These have, however, been very different at differ- 
ent times. Mr. Galiatin estimated them, in 1800, 
at something less than 6 ner cent. on monies collect- 
ed from the people. Mr. Dallas, in one of his re- 
ports, supposes them, including fees, to be about 5 
per cent. and they have been still lower in the three 
last years. This difference in the expense of col- 
lecting internal and foreign duties, will not appear 
extraordinary, when we remember how few are the 
domestic products, which are subject to duty, and 
of foreign, which are exempt from it; how long and 
regularly the impost has been acquiring maturity 
and improvement, and how frequent have been the 
changes, and how short the duration of our system 
of internal reverue. 

{n abandoning that portion of our taxes which is 
considered as the most inconvenient, neither con- 





of the secretary of the treasury, it appears that tlhe 
clear revenue which will have accrued during the 
year 1817, will be about twenty-four millions and 
a half of dollars, while the ordin ry annual expen- 
diture, (including the provisions for the extinguish- 
of the public debt) is estimated at less than twenty 
ene miliions and a half. While the committee 


do not consider the importations of the three last | 


years as furnishing a certain criterion for those of 


future years, they believe, that, without a diminu- 


tion of our exports, which is not to be anticipated, 
or avery considerabie reduction in their value, the 


gress nor the nation will form so exaggerated a no. 
tion of these inconveniences, as to deter them from 
again applying to the same resource, when the 
necessities of the state shall require it. It is oné 
of the duties of congress to provide, when it can 
do so, that the revenue shall be collected from 
sources which may comport with public conveuni- 
ence; but it is a higher duty to provide, from what- 
ever sources the cons(ifution may have opened to 
its operation, such a revenue as shail not permit the 
fate of a war, and the most important interests of 
the nation, to depend on precarious and ofien ex- 


















on 


- ena ~ a - 
=. Lt 


= 


a 








256 


NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 153, 1817—CHRONICLE. 





--~e eeneeen 
— 








_— 





travagant loans. The government can have no rea- 
sonable fear but that the circumstances which make 
internal taxes necessary, will find in the people a 
dispasition promptly to pay them. The commiitee 
believe that in any future emergency, which shall 
require a resort to these taxes, the house of repre- 
sentatives will, unhesitatingly, perform their pecu- 
liar duty, by instituting them on a scale suited to 
the occasion. 

The bill having been read through— 

Mr. Lowndes, the chairman of the committee of 
ways and means, made a few remarks of the same 
bearing as the reasoning ofthe above report. He took 
occasion also to say, that it was due to candor and 
to himself to add, that he should have individually 
thought it better, instead of a total repeal, to have 
made a modification of the duties, so as to reduce 
their amount and lighten their burthen, but still to 
leave part of the system in operation. Believing, 
however, that the expectation of the total repeal 
was such as to render vain any attempt to discri- | 
minate, or to modify, ke had concurred on the} 
course adopted by the committee of recommending 
a total repeal, in preference to retaiming the whole. 

Mr. Milliams, of North Carolina was in favor of 
the entire repeal. Mr. Tallmadge, of New York, 
moved to amend the bill so as to except sales ai 
auction, and signed his reasons to support it. Mr. 
Storrs, of N. York, also supported, and Messrs 
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question on the passage of the bill was then determined 
by Yeas and Nays, as follows: | 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Allen, Muss. Al- 
len, Vt. Anderson, Pen. Anderson, Ken. Austin, 
Bail, Barbour, Va. Barber, Ohio, Bassett, Buate- 
man, Bayley, Beecher, Bellinger, Bennett, Bioom- 
field, Blount, Boden, Boss, Burwell, Butler, Camp: 
bell, Clagett, Ciaiborne, Cobb, Colsion, Comstock, 
Cook, Crafts, Crawford, Crurer, Culbreth, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Desha, Drake, Earle, Edwards, 
Ellicott, Floyd, Folger, Forney, Forsyth, Gage, 
Garnett, Goodwyn, Hale, Hall, N. C. Harrison, 
Hasbrouck, Hendricks, Herbert, Herkimer, Her- 
rick, Heister, Hiichcock, Hogg, Tioimes, Mass. 
Holmes, Con. Hubbar?, Hunter, Huntirgdon, Ingr- 
ham, Irving, N: Y. Johnson, Virg. Johnson, Ken. 
Jones, Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Lewis, Linn, Lit- 
tle, Livermore, Lowndes, M‘lane, W Maclay, W. 
P. Maclay, Marchand, M‘Coy_ Marr, Mason, Mas. 
Mercer, Merrill, Miller, Moore, Morton, Mosely, 
Mumford, Murray, H. Nelson, T. M. Nelson, Nes- 
bitt, New, Newton, Orr, Owen, Palmer,» Psrris, 
Parrott, Patterson, Pawling, Peter, Pindall, Pit- 
kin, Pleasants, Quarles, Reed, Rhea, Rich, Rich- 
ards, Ringgold, Robertson, Ken. Roberson, Lou, 
tuggles, Sampson, Savage, Sawyer, Scudder, Ser- 
geant, Settle, Seybert, Shaw, Sherwood, Slocumb, 
S. Smith, Bal. Smith, Alex. Smyth, J S. Smiih, 
Southard, Spangler, Speed, Spencer, Strong, Siro- 








Lowndes, Whitman, Smith, of Md. and Clay [speak-| 
er] opposed it; and it was negatived by a large) 
majority. 

Mr. Jitt’e, of Md. proposed a resolution to relieve 
distillers who had received licenses, that were pre- | 
vented by the events of the late war from working | 
their distilleries, and stated a case of hardship. | 
it was thought that the proper course in such cases | 
would be by an application to congress, and Mr. | 
L’s motion was negatived. 

The question being put on reporting the bill to) 
the house, some debate arose on a proposition for | 
more time to consider it—but the committee seem- 
ed satisfied that the resources of government were | 
amply sufficient without any of the internal taxes, 
and rose and reported it to the house without 
amendment, by which it was ordered to a third) 
reading to morrow. 

Thursday, Dec. 11. On motion of Mr. Parris, of 
Massachusetis. 

Resolved, that the committee on naval affairs be | 
jnstructed to enquire into the expediency of alter- | 
ing the rank and emoluments of surgeons in the 
navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts. 

Resolved, Vhat the committee on roads and Ca- 
nals, enquire into the expediency of providing by 
Jaw for constructing a navigable canal to unite the 
waters of Luke Michigan wich the waters of those 
of the Mississippi. | 

That they also enquire into the expediency of | 
providing for constructing a navigable canal to | 
unice the waters of the Tennessee with those of the | 
Yombighbee. 

That they also enquire into the expediency of 
providing for improving the navigation of the ‘en- 
he-see. 

Afier several resolutions being offered which 
shali be noticed m their course, and which we have 
not time atpresent to detail, the engrossed O6ill for 
the re,eal of the internal duties was read ihe third 
time,—and on the question “shall the bili pass?” a 
considerable debate arose, or rather, many remarks 

















ther, Stuart, Tallmadge, ‘Tarr, Tavior, Terrill, 
erry, Tompkins, Townsend, Trimble, Tucker, 
Va. Tucker, S. C. Tyler, Upham, Walker, N. C. 
Walker, Ken. Wallace, Wendover, Westerlo, 
Whiteside, Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams, 
N.C. Wilkin, Wilson, Pa.—161. 

Naxrs—Messrs. Baldwin, Hopkinson, Middleton, 
Jer. Nelson, Stoors—5. 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The bill for continuing the mint establishment at 
Philadelphia, passed, thro? a committee of_the 
whole, Mr. Pitkin in the chair, the bill having been 
cailed up by Mr. Seybert. ‘he bill was ordered to 
be engrossed fora third reading, without opposition. 

And the house a‘journed. 





CHRONICLE, 

The respect which has been necessary for us to 
pay to avery industrious congress, and other need- 
ful attentions to ome matters, has prevented a no- 
tice of foreign affairs. However, nothing of import- 
ance has reached us from abroad. 

By a recent decisien of the legislature of Ten- 
nessee, the seat of government of that state is to be 
removed from Knoxville to Murfreesborough. 

Charles Bullfinch, of Massachusetts, has been ap- 
pointed rchitect of the capitol of the United States 
vice Mr. Latrobe, resigned. 

West point.—TVhe cadets absent from this acade- 
my are ordered to report for duty, and join before 
Ist of March—else they will be dismissed the ser- 
vice. 

Seminole Indians. Gen. Gaines has made a fur- 
ther requisition of 500 men from Georgia, to be held 
in readiness to act against the Seminole Indians.: 
The whole detachment is to be commanded by 
brig. gen. Gluscock. Ina letier to the governor of 
Georgia, gen Gaines states that his hopes of termi- 
nating the dispu'es with these indians without a re- 
sort to force, have been disappointed. They. re- 
port their strengih at 2700 warriors; the number 
is thought to be much over rated; but they seem 


were made by several members. However—the| determined to make a stand. The chief seats of 
3 } this people are in Florida, 








